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  INTRODUCTION 

With the growth of interest in this unique and inspiring approach to mathematics at all levels it 
was extremely gratifying to have such a wide range of papers presented at the conference. 
Experienced researchers and educators, both in their papers and presentations, conducted 
themselves with professionalism and enthusiasm. We saw the results of considerable in-depth 
work in the field.  

The essays can be classified into four distinct areas of research, namely, applications of the 
Vedic sutras in pure mathematics, applications of the Vedic algorithms in technology, Vedic 
mathematics in education and classical or ancient Indian mathematics. 

In simple pure mathematics there is an ongoing flow of discoveries of new applications of the 
sutras. These include methods of calculations not seen before such as how to work out 
compound interest mentally, how to compute trigonometric values without resort to a 
calculator and how to arrive at useful analytic geometrical relations very easily. 

A new area opening up is the application of Vedic arithmetical methods in the design of 
computer processors. Raghavendra Prasad, together with his research students at the RV 
College of Engineering in Bangalore have designed new microchips that prove to be more 
efficient than are currently available. This is an important development and it will be 
interesting to see where this research leads. 

As well as the development of new frontiers research of ancient texts is encouraged. There 
exists a vast storehouse of mathematical knowledge in India hidden in untranslated texts in 
various libraries. In recent conferences some of this has been revealed.  

Either for economic or for educational reasons the majority of children across the world learn 
mathematics without resorting to calculators. For example, in India all public examinations 
prohibit their use. This is an area in which Vedic methods can be of real benefit and there are 
several papers describing very effective methods of calculation. How effective Vedic 
mathematics is in education is the subject of analysis in presentations at both this and the 
previous international conference. Perhaps coincidental with this expansion of research we 
now see a growing interest in Vedic mathematics within schools in diverse parts of India. 
Education departments in different states are slowly becoming aware of its benefits and for 
progress must seek to establish teacher-training centres and the development of good 
resources. 

Apart from the papers presented in these proceedings the conference organisers ran a host of 
workshops for school-aged and college students, teachers and other enthusiasts, aimed at 
introducing, enriching and deepening knowledge and practice of Vedic Maths and, at the same 
time, to show the fun of doing mathematics in this way. These sessions proved to be very 
popular and will certainly feature in future conferences. Unfortunately it is not possible to 
reproduce the material provided in these proceedings.  



	

The trustees of IAVM sincerely hope that the provision of such conferences will not only help 
to increase awareness of Vedic Mathematics at the grass roots level, not only maintain a 
conduit for the further development and understanding of the Sankaracarya’s exposition of the 
sutras, but also enable those who design educational policies and practices to see the benefits 
of Vedic Mathematics and to systematically incorporate it into their syllabuses and 
examinations. 

We are indebted to Tata Trusts for sponsoring the event. We also extend our thanks to all those 
who helped in organising the conference. Thanks also go to the contributors of research papers 
and the IAVM members who ran the workshops. In particular we wish to thank, 

Dr Pankaj Mishra for acting as the key contact with St Stephen’s College. He single-handedly 
managed all the logistics such as provision of rooms, equipment, meals, refreshments, 
accommodation and guest speakers, 

Kuldeep Singh for organising, printing and distributing all the stationary, 

Sita Giri for organising the finances and liaising with Tata Trusts, 

Marianne Fletcher for her inspirational teaching in the hands-on workshops, 

Students within the Sanskrit department at St Stephen’s College for assisting with the smooth 
running of the presentations such as with technical issues, 

Kenneth Williams for his inspiring talks delivered live from the UK via the Internet. 
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