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PREFACE 

The conference in Kolkata was a milestone in the development and promulgation of Vedic 
Mathematics. It brought together experts, teachers and enthusiasts from various countries to 
meet and share their research, experiences, and to provide workshops and seminars for both 
students and teachers. 

The hallmark of the conference was depth of insight, enthusiasm and gratefulness. The 
presentation of papers revealed considerable work and research into the applications and 
meaning of Vedic Mathematics. There were three main themes: mathematical development 
using the sutras of Bharati Krishna Tirtha, Vedic mathematics in education and the history of 
mathematics in India. There were also numerous workshops enjoyed by both students and 
teachers. The considerable distances that delegates traveled in order to participate and the 
warmth of their responses clearly demonstrated an immutable enthusiasm for this approach to 
the subject. Delegates expressed their unmitigating gratitude for the event. I too was extremely 
grateful for their presence and participation. 

The vision for the conference took place about a year before and, through meeting with the 
then Director General, Mr Rajasekhar, of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations, an 
agreement was made for the ICCR to sponsor the event. The original plan was to host the 
conference at Kurukshetra University but, due to lack of forward planning by the ICCR, that 
venue was not available whereupon they kindly organised the conference to be held at their 
centre in Kolkata. The very late change of venue caused major alterations and through this, 
together with lack of advertising by the ICCR, the number of delegates was reduced to about 
ninety. Despite these setbacks the conference was a very great success. The ICCR unleashed 
the most generous hospitality for the presenters. 

The published papers are those presented at the 1st International Vedic Mathematics 
Conference held at the regional Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) in Kolkata on 
28th – 30th December 2016. Members of the IAVM organised the call for papers and all aspects 
of coordinating the speakers and directing the programme. However, none of this would have 
been possible without the kind generosity shown to us by the organising hosts and sponsors, 
ICCR. It is with gratitude to the ICCR and all the participants that these insightful, thought-
proking and original papers are now available to the general public. 

Special thanks go to Swati Dave of IAVM for her tireless efforts in much of the administration 
work both in the months leading up to the conference as well as at the conference itself. I 
would also like to thank Kenneth Williams, Marianne Fletcher and Marit Greenwood for 
assisting with proof reading and editing of papers. 

I sincerely hope that this material will inspire further interest and use of Vedic Maths, 
particularly in education, and help generate a wider awareness of the riches of Indian 
mathematics. 

James Glover 

Chair, IAVM 
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INTRODUCTION 

A total of 22 papers were presented together with 9 workshops and some presentations of 
“Global Practices”. Had there been a greater number of students and teachers present there 
would have been more workshops for which we had prepared. Nevertheless, this did not 
detract from the sheer brilliance and strength of the research papers. 

The sessions covered a wide scope. Papers were loosely themed according to Vedic 
Mathematics, Vedic Maths in Education and the History of Mathematics in India. Experienced 
researchers and educators, both in their papers and presentations, conducted themselves with 
professionalism and enthusiasm. We saw the results of considerable in-depth work in the field. 
We also had a series of workshops for students and teachers aimed at enriching and deepening 
knowledge and practice of Vedic Maths. 

Papers on Vedic Mathematics revealed four key features of the system. Firstly, they 
demonstrated how the methods can be extended to many areas of mathematics not specifically 
mentioned by Sri Tirthaji. The second aspect was how fast, efficient and delightful are the 
methods. The depth of understanding of the sutras in any type of mathematics also revealed 
that they operate universally and are not confined to a particular “system”. Fourthly, the 
methods were seen as highly effective in developing strategic problem-solving skills. 
Furthermore, two papers described the wide range of applications of Vedic Maths algorithms 
in computer architecture rendering high-speed performance. 

A good third of papers dealt with various aspects of education such as how Vedic Maths can 
assist with special educational needs, how it can also stretch the most able. We heard how the 
system affects and promotes endorphins, which give a sense of personal well-being. Two 
papers demonstrated results on how effective Vedic Maths is in education. For example, one 
paper from a researcher in Kerala summarised a four and a half-year project, which tested and 
compared results with experimental and controlled groups of children. 25,000 were the number 
in each group. The data has been statistically analysed and the results are truly remarkable. The 
simple conclusion from this survey should be that the Government of India, through it’s 
various education departments, adopts a root a branch overhaul of the curriculum. It is quite 
feasable that integration of Vedic Mathematics into school and college curricula will render 
India as a world leader in Mathematics education. 

Several papers dealt with aspects of the incredibly rich heritage of Indian Mathematics, 
particularly of the classical mathematicians, such as Bhaskara II. There is a wealth of textural 
material sitting undisturbed in various libraries, particularly in Kerala that could reveal many 
of the secrets of the brilliant mathematicians from the past. Surely, these texts need care and 
respect. 

Delegates also presented their projects and work within their own countries. We called these 
Global Practices. These are small organisations offering courses through workshops and also 
conducting research. Nivedna Sirkissoon presented her two new organisations in South Africa, 
MagicalMaths and VedicMathsOrg. The first offers paid for classes that help to fund  
VedicMathsOrg which gives free classes in orphanages. From Luxemburg Shruti Tulsian 
presented another new organisation similarly offering classes to groups of children. 
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Looking forward for the year 2017, the IAVM is planning to develop a Vedic Maths 
curriculum, which can be integrated into schools and colleges. We are already in touch with 
several universities who wish to have Vedic Maths included in their courses. We also wish to 
share the results of some of the researches with education departments so that they can see the 
benefits. In addition, we are writing resource materials, assessments and certificates as well as 
providing teachers with guidance and consultation. 

Assuming that we can find a generous sponsor we will hold a second conference in December 
2017. 

 

	  


